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sanctuary, whilst the official notaries prepared to make a record of the proceedings. Augustine reminded the people of his age and occupations, and proposed his young deacon, Heraciius, for the post of what we should now call ' vicar-general,' with the right of succession to the see. * What do you say ?' he asks of the people before him ; c let me hear your assent, and let the notaries record it.1 At once there rang through the basilica a medley of consenting shouts, as the notaries duly register in the report of the sermon (No. 355). "Thanks be to God, thirty-eight times,' f Praise be to Christ, twenty-three times/ 4 So be it, twenty-five times,' are some of the marks of approval. Augustine proceeds to describe the merits of Heraelius, and the cry of 1 he is worthy ami deserving ' fills the church ' eighteen times.' And even the agetl bishop's simple reminder of his approaching end is greeted with a 'Long life to Augustine, thirteen times/ The young deacon was accordingly ordained priest, and recognised as Augustine's successor. We must accept Augustine's estimate of his virtue, but the two sermons of Ins which we have do not reveal any unusual mental gifts. The youth had little opportunity to nhine in his promised dignity.to t:
